
Requirements for emergency stationary RICE  

Emergency stationary RICE means any stationary reciprocating internal combustion engine that meets 
all of the criteria in paragraphs (1) through (3) of this definition. All emergency stationary RICE must 
comply with the requirements specified in §63.6640(f) in order to be considered emergency stationary 
RICE. If the engine does not comply with the requirements specified in §63.6640(f), then it is not 
considered to be an emergency stationary RICE under this subpart.  

(1) The stationary RICE is operated to provide electrical power or mechanical work during an emergency 
situation. Examples include stationary RICE used to produce power for critical networks or equipment 
(including power supplied to portions of a facility) when electric power from the local utility (or the 
normal power source, if the facility runs on its own power production) is interrupted, or stationary RICE 
used to pump water in the case of fire or flood, etc.  

(2) The stationary RICE is operated under limited circumstances for situations not included in paragraph 
(1) of this definition, as specified in §63.6640(f).  

(3) The stationary RICE operates as part of a financial arrangement with another entity in situations not 
included in paragraph (1) of this definition only as allowed in §63.6640(f)(2)(ii) or (iii) and 
§63.6640(f)(4)(i) or (ii).  

63.6640(f)  

(f) If you own or operate an emergency stationary RICE, you must operate the emergency stationary 
RICE according to the requirements in paragraphs (f)(1) through (4) of this section. In order for the 
engine to be considered an emergency stationary RICE under this subpart, any operation other than 
emergency operation, maintenance and testing, emergency demand response, and operation in non-
emergency situations for 50 hours per year, as described in paragraphs (f)(1) through (4) of this section, 
is prohibited. If you do not operate the engine according to the requirements in paragraphs (f)(1) 
through (4) of this section, the engine will not be considered an emergency engine under this subpart 
and must meet all requirements for non-emergency engines.  

(f)(1) There is no time limit on the use of emergency stationary RICE in emergency situations.  

(f)(2) You may operate your emergency stationary RICE for any combination of the purposes specified in 
paragraphs (f)(2)(i) through (iii) of this section for a maximum of 100 hours per calendar year. Any 
operation for non-emergency situations as allowed by paragraphs (f)(3) and (4) of this section counts as 
part of the 100 hours per calendar year allowed by this paragraph (f)(2).  

(f)(2)(i) Emergency stationary RICE may be operated for maintenance checks and readiness testing, 
provided that the tests are recommended by federal, state or local government, the manufacturer, the 
vendor, the regional transmission organization or equivalent balancing authority and transmission 
operator, or the insurance company associated with the engine. The owner or operator may petition the 
Administrator for approval of additional hours to be used for maintenance checks and readiness testing, 
but a petition is not required if the owner or operator maintains records indicating that federal, state, or 



local standards require maintenance and testing of emergency RICE beyond 100 hours per calendar 
year.  

(f)(2)(ii) Emergency stationary RICE may be operated for emergency demand response for periods in 
which the Reliability Coordinator under the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC)  

Reliability Standard EOP-002-3, Capacity and Energy Emergencies (incorporated by reference, see 
§63.14), or other authorized entity as determined by the Reliability Coordinator, has declared an Energy 
Emergency Alert Level 2 as defined in the NERC Reliability Standard EOP-002-3. 

 The D.C. Circuit Court has remanded the EPA for further action regarding 40 C.F.R. § 63.6640(f)(2)ii. 
The EPA has yet to develop interim standards regarding this ruling, as of June 8, 2015. 

(f)(2)(iii) Emergency stationary RICE may be operated for periods where there is a deviation of voltage or 
frequency of 5 percent or greater below standard voltage or frequency.  

(f)(3) Emergency stationary RICE located at major sources of HAP may be operated for up to 50 hours 
per calendar year in non-emergency situations. The 50 hours of operation in non-emergency situations 
are counted as part of the 100 hours per calendar year for maintenance and testing and emergency 
demand response provided in paragraph (f)(2) of this section. The 50 hours per year for non-emergency 
situations cannot be used for peak shaving or non-emergency demand response, or to generate income 
for a facility to supply power to an electric grid or otherwise supply power as part of a financial 
arrangement with another entity.  

(f)(4) Emergency stationary RICE located at area sources of HAP may be operated for up to 50 hours per 
calendar year in non-emergency situations. The 50 hours of operation in non-emergency situations are 
counted as part of the 100 hours per calendar year for maintenance and testing and emergency demand 
response provided in paragraph (f)(2) of this section. Except as provided in paragraphs (f)(4)(i) and (ii) of 
this section, the 50 hours per year for non-emergency situations cannot be used for peak shaving or 
non-emergency demand response, or to generate income for a facility to an electric grid or otherwise 
supply power as part of a financial arrangement with another entity.  

(f)(4)(i) Prior to May 3, 2014, the 50 hours per year for non-emergency situations can be used for peak 
shaving or non-emergency demand response to generate income for a facility, or to otherwise supply 
power as part of a financial arrangement with another entity if the engine is operated as part of a peak 
shaving (load management program) with the local distribution system operator and the power is 
provided only to the facility itself or to support the local distribution system.  

(f)(4)(ii) The 50 hours per year for non-emergency situations can be used to supply power as part of a 
financial arrangement with another entity if all of the following conditions are met:  

(f)(4)(ii)(A) The engine is dispatched by the local balancing authority or local transmission and 
distribution system operator.  



(f)(4)(ii)(B) The dispatch is intended to mitigate local transmission and/or distribution limitations so as to 
avert potential voltage collapse or line overloads that could lead to the interruption of power supply in a 
local area or region.  

(f)(4)(ii)(C) The dispatch follows reliability, emergency operation or similar protocols that follow specific 
NERC, regional, state, public utility commission or local standards or guidelines.  

(f)(4)(ii)(D) The power is provided only to the facility itself or to support the local transmission and 
distribution system.  

(f)(4)(ii)(E) The owner or operator identifies and records the entity that dispatches the engine and the 
specific NERC, regional, state, public utility commission or local standards or guidelines that are being 
followed for dispatching the engine. The local balancing authority or local transmission and distribution 
system operator may keep these records on behalf of the engine owner or operator. 


